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Community Forestry can further equality:
integrating environmental justice, the human hierarchy
of needs, and the breath of life into community forestry

Beck Swab (they/them), PhD
Director of Conservation and Community Forestry

rswab@holdenfg.org
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Environmental justice and community forestry
Interdisciplinary

Hierarchy of Needs
Developed by Maslow
Where do most community forestry 1@ SELF-TRANSCENDENCE
r Helping Others, Spiritual Experiences

projects fall along this hierarchy? o\
‘ SELF-ACTUALIZATION

Achieving Individual Potential

Who benefits most from these projects?

AESTHETIC NEEDS <
? Pursuit of Beauty and Creativity
: : . —-) COGNITIVE NEEDS
What if these projects focused on deficiency needs? GHOUTH PEEDS PlarsiE 6F Koo S U EARITg
DEFICIENCY NEEDS ESTEEM NEEDS
NOW Who beneﬁts most? ? Self-con dence, Respect from Others
' ’ SOCIAL/BELONGING NEEDS
Family, Friendship, Intimacy
a— SAFETY NEEDS
_ Security, Finances, Freedom from Fear
h HOLDEN PHYSIOLOGICAL NEEDS R
(F;DEEDS;'LSS& d\ Air, Food, Water, Shelter, Sex




Environmental justice and community forestry
.- Cleveland Tree Canopy

Cleveland, Ohio

. Index of Need/Equity
Los Angeles by Neighberhood
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Tree Canopy varies by
neighborhood, result of
historic racism (i.e. redlining).

CLEVELAND
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Cleveland Tree Plan
Together We're Making Cleveland
the Forest City Once Again
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Figure 21. Index of need/equity by neighborhood.



Environmental justice and community forestry
Cleveland Tree Canopy
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1,842 Urban Trees Planted or Cared for
by Holdens Urban Forestry Program
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Learning community engagement while planting trees



Environmental justice and community forestry

Cindy Blackstock

“Breath of life” as
presented by
Dr. Cindy Blackstock
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Interdisciplinary

MASLOW’S HIERARCHY OF NEEDS (INFORMED BY
BLACKFOOT NATION (ALTA)

Western Perspective First Nations Perspective

¥y N Expansive
Self f cultural concept of
e % j xespshoty time and
Aesthetic fpal s /. | multiple
i y. \ dimensions of
Need to know i ‘ : 1ty
and understand » F Com munity 3

Actualization |

Esteem needs

Belongingness and love
needs

Safety needs ' 1zatl
afety needs ' Self Actualization

Physiological needs



Environmental justice and community forestry
Interdisciplinary

First Nations Perspective

Cultural perpetuity:
“... you will be forgotten, but you have a part in ensuring Expansive
that your people’s important teachings live on.” cultural concept of
porpatiity time and
multiple
dimensions of

Community actualization:

. . . . . Community
the work of meeting basic needs is a community responsibility.

. Actualization
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h Self Actualization
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Environmental justice and community forestry
Interdisciplinary

First Nations Perspective

Expansive
concept of
time and
multiple
dimensions of

Adaptive
Management

implement

!
" Actualization
QA "

Self Actualization

«onesrss Adaptive Management wheel.
Credit: ESSA Technologies, Ltd.




Environmental justice and community forestry
Interdisciplinary
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Environmental justice and community forestry
Interdisciplinary
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Creating community around trees
Acknowledgements

Community N
Food not bombs volunteers N\ 8
Students at OSU @f@

Community members in Columbus & Cleveland
Conservationists across the midwest
Cycle workshop participants at local arts &

Tree

".:::»"—Jvﬁ-.}-!‘j"-'< s

S5 — TN Life Cycle A
community festivals (Mosaic, Equilumia) TS RotingLog )

3 & J
“v"/( \ ’i‘\gg,x}’*’“» iy
\ |'l/ > ¥ e T L_J(—-‘:_-l__ o~ o
' &V‘;S ot 3

(s
f /“b Ay

\ L ok & -
Y{\_\_ fd o) " ,.‘: b':,:}A’ P
s R

I'I R~ 2
Dead | i \
‘ Iree (Snag) \ [ Mature

P 4 e IMA Trea

-
-

/ HOLDEN X Progect Learningg Tres, 'www pht.om
FORESTS &
GARDENS




reframing conservation with env1ronmental justice,
the human hierarchy of needs, and the breath of life

Beck Swab (they/them), PhD A, e G
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