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Philly Tree Plan 

ACANA

Centennial Parkside 
CDC

Esperanza

Priority zones 
are areas of 

highest priority 
and are 

outlined in 
dashed lines 

High 
priority

• Released in February 2023

• 10 year strategic plan, for the planting 
and care of the urban forest, guided by 
values of environmental justice, 
community engagement, and 
sustainability.

• Established priority regions, areas of the 
city that would benefit most from 
investment toward canopy growth 
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Key Takeaways:

Trees have value & 

residents recognize that 

value

There is a disparity 
in tree canopy by 
neighborhood 
(and it feels personal)

Trees are a burden         

to homeowners
(known and surprise costs)

Poor access to 

programs & services
(it’s hard to get a tree even if you 

want one)

Maintenance = 

Trust building 
(need to manage existing canopy 

before planting new canopy)

A need for clarity, 

consistency, coordination & 

collaboration
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TREE PLAN 
GOALS: 

3.1 - Work with communities 
to grow new tree canopy 

3.5 - Prioritize establishment 
care for newly planted trees 

5.1.a - Expand paid 
community-based tree care 

programs 
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• 7 community 

organizations

• over 25 community 

members trained and 

paid for tree care

• 240 trees planted and 

maintained.
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Sample Text
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Building 
Partnership
The Philadelphia Department of 
Commerce's Taking Care of 
Business program is a 
community-based cleaning 
initiative that tends to 
neighborhood business corridors.

But why stop there?
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Partnership 
Goals

• Expanded neighborhood care

• Meaningful workforce training 
opportunities

• Well-maintained tree canopies

Parks and Recreation

Overbrook Environmental Education Center

Taking Care of Business groups

Our Partners
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Program 
Impact
Increased tree canopy across 
Philadelphia's most 
environmentally impacted 
neighborhoods

• Improving resident health 
outcomes

• Supporting economic 
growth for local businesses

• Beautifying neighborhood 
commercial corridors
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Longevity
Is the mission, 
maintenance is key.
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Taking Care 

of Business 

Outreach 

Materials for 

Elmwood 

Ave Corridor
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Centennial Parkside CDC
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Centennial Parkside CDC
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ESPERANZA 
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Woodland Ave Corridor 

after tree-planting
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ESPERANZA 



PARTNERS IN COMMUNITY FORESTRY 2024 CONFERENCE

BEYOND PLANTING: WORKING WITH 

PARTNERS TO CARE FOR NEW 

TREES

Kate Illes
Kate.illes@phila.gov

info@treephilly.org

Asha-Lé Davis
ashaledavis@gmail.com

adavis@pennhort.org

Gennifer Rollins
gennifer.rollins@phila.gov

Musa Trawally
mtrawally@acanaus.org

Ivana Gonzalez
ivana.gonzalez@phila.gov

mailto:Kate.illes@phila.gov
mailto:info@treephilly.org
mailto:ashaledavis@gmail.com
mailto:adavis@pennhort.org
mailto:gennifer.rollins@phila.gov
mailto:mtrawally@acanaus.org
mailto:ivana.gonzalez@phila.gov
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Questions? Scan code or use link below

http://bit.ly/Carefornewtrees



Beyond Planting: 
Working with Partners to Care 
for New Trees

Speakers:

Kate Illes, Musa Trawally, Gennifer Rollins, Asha-le 
Davis, Ivana Gonzalez

PP-24-924
.5 A, BCMA-M, MS
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CEUs
For ISA CEUs, record the code to the right for 
each session. 
Post conference, you can submit all Your CEU 
codes within the Conference app.

Sign-in sheets for Society of American Foresters 
(SAF) CFE credits are available at the registration 
desk post conference. 
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