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Walter Passmore, MPA
State Urban Forester, California Dept. of Forestry and Fire Protection
Urban.Forestry@fire.ca.gov

PRESENTED BY:

Taking Schoolyard Forests 
to Scale Across the USA
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Green Schoolyards K-12 (2022-2023)
• 29 awards
• $121,678,125.77*
• 13 Planning, 16 Implementation type grants
• 5,115 trees
• 164 campuses

* State General Fund and Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund

Grant Statistics
CAL FIRE
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Green Schoolyards Childcare (2023-2024)
• 20 awards
• $27,047,418.83*
• 41 facilities

Inflation Reduction Act (2024-2025)
• 5 awards
• $6,966,364.85 (federal funds provided 

through the USDA Forest Service)
• 14 campuses

* State General Fund and Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund

Grant Statistics
CAL FIRE
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Sharon Gamson Danks, MLA-MCP
Founder and CEO, Green Schoolyards America
info@greenschoolyards.org
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Taking Schoolyard Forests 
to Scale Across the USA
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We are working to change the 
paradigm for school ground design, 
use, and management so all 
children will have access to the 
natural world in the places they 
visit every day.

Green Schoolyards America partners with public 
agencies and school districts across the U.S. to 
establish large-scale living schoolyard programs 
that transform school grounds into ecologically-
rich, park-like green spaces. Our goal is to improve 
children’s health, learning, and happiness while 
contributing to communities’ ecological and 
climate resilience.
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2,597,000
Students in California 

attend schools with less than 5% tree 
canopy in the Student Zones
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6.4%
Median tree canopy in California public 

schools’ Student Zones, statewide
This is far from the 30% goal.
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Walter Passmore
CAL FIRE

fire.ca.gov

Sharon Gamson Danks
Green Schoolyards America

greenschoolyards.org

Thank you.


